 SB 840 Passes Senate Floor and “SiCKO” Premieres
State Senator Sheila Kuehl’s Bill SB 840, The California Universal Healthcare Act received an unexpected boost from Michael Moore’s film, “SiCKO” that opened in 440 theatres on June 29. Mr. Moore joined Senator Kuehl on June 12 at a rally of 2,000 supporters in Sacramento organized by the California Nurses Association and attended by Health Care for All, the California School Employees Association, the California Physician’s Alliance, firefighters and teachers. Mr. Moore then testified at a briefing before the California Legislature sponsored by Senator Kuehl and issued the following statement: “In recognizing that for-profit insurance is incompatible with a caring, moral and high-quality health care system that provides coverage for all, Senator Kuehl is leading the fight to break the industry’s death grip on our health care system”. The film had the second highest opening in film history for a documentary following “Fahrenheit 911”, Moore’s last film. “SiCKO” opens in 300 additional theatres across the country on Friday, July 5.  This entire flurry of activity was preceded by the passage of SB 840 on the Senate Floor by a vote of 23-15 and now the bill heads to the California State Assembly on July 3. Check www.dist23.casen.govoffice.com/ for updates.  Senator Kuehl commented that “California is leading the nation in health care reform with the passage of SB 840. This is the gold standard for health reform and the only way to achieve the kind of health care system that Californians want and deserve”. Despite the growing support for a single-payer system, we are witnessing compromise bills being crafted from Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez and Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata that do not address fundamental change in the way we finance health care in the state. Until we eliminate the health insurance industry from the delivery of care, the system will continue to be dysfunctional.
Here’s how you can make a difference: Go to www.onecarenow.org and sign up to leaflet “SiCKO” at a theatre near you. Tell your friends, colleagues and family to attend the film and call, fax and email our governor and legislators to support SB 840. This is truly a grassroots approach to changing the hearts and minds of the people, regardless of their party affiliation. Health care is an issue that affects all of us. Finally, plan to attend a major health care rally in downtown Los Angeles on August 11. Go to www.onecarenow.org to find out how you can be part of this exciting event.  
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